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Chapter 44: Vis itors : 

















r mu... 
you've 

GOT A 
TONI OF 
SCARS. 
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ONCE YOU 
JUMP IN, 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
FOR YOU TO 
PO BUT TO 
LET IT TAKE 
YOU WHFRF 

rr wills... 
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YEAH, 


THAT/ 


THE PEAN 
AU- HERSELF 
THOR... CAVE US 
AUS- THE AU... 
SCRIP... 
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HE SAIP 
X COULV 
START 
OOINO TO 
THIS 
SCHOOL/ 


CAN SEE 
EACH 
OTHER 
WHENEVER 
WE 

WANT/ 


RAMMIT, 

RAP. 











emt vay, 

ZAS T CHINA 
StA. 
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Chapter 45: Nothing Hurts 
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THE 


DISEASE 


HAS 


ALREADY 


BURNED 


THROUGH 


THE 


TERRITORIES 


CONTROLLED 


AND 

VICTIMS 

ARE 

iPPEARINO 
YEN DEEP 
/ITHIN THE 
PALACE. 


By THE 


LI CLAN. 




LORD LI WAS 
DESPERATE 
TO CAIN 
SOME KIND 
OF CONTROL 
OVER THE 
SITUATION. 


ACCORDINGLY, 

HE INSTITUTED A 
TERRIBLY CRUEL 
METHOD OF DEALINC 
WITH VICTIMS. ONCE 
WORD OETS OUT 
THAT THE SYMPTOMS 
HAVE APPEARED IN A 
VAMPIRE, SOLDIERS 
COME TO KILL HIM. 

THEN THEY 
MASSACRE HIS 
FAMILY AND THE 
REST OF HIS 
ENTIRE VILLAOE. 
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WE SHALL 


PROTECT 


YOU 


TO THE 


FULLEST 


OF OUR 


ABILITY. 


ALL RIOHT. 
I AOREE 
TO ACCEPT 
YOUR PLEA 
FOR 

ASYLUM. 



HN. 

IF THERE IS 
A WAY TO 
SUCCESS¬ 
FULLY 
OVERCOME 
THE PIEP 
PIPER... 
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AW YOU 
WILL 
HAVE A 
PROB¬ 
LEM// 


BUT 

/'KNOW, 

THAT'S 

OKAY. 

rve 

MADS My 
PEACE 
WITH IT. 


I'LL 

FOLLOW 
you AND 
HIME-SAN 
ALL THE 
WAy DOWN 
TO THE 
DEPTHS OF 
HELL AND 
BACK. 
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T, HIS 


FORCES 


COMPLETELY 


REEVALUATE 


THESE 


NANO- 


MACHINES 


ANP THEIR 


POSSIBLE 


PURPOSE. 


we HAP 

PREVIOUSLY 
BELIEVER THEY 
WERE SIMPLY 
PART OF A PLOT 
BY THE THREE 
LORPS TO 
SABOTAGE MY 
BUNP, BUT 
SEEINO AS LI NOW 
SUFFERS FROM 
THEM AS WELL, 
OBVIOUSLY THAT 
IS NOT THE CASE. 


IRONICALLY, 
IT IS 

PRECISELY 
THAT WHICH 
HAS KEPT 
ALL OF US 
AT PEACE 
THIS LONO. 
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OH. 

ABOUT 

TATIANNA 

HERSELF... 


I 

HEARP 

THEIR 

FAMILY 

PIEP 

OUT. 


SHE IS 

UNMISTAKABLY 

TAT1ANNA 

HUMORESQUE, 

SANIN 

HUMORESQUE'S 
ELPER SISTER. 


HOW SHE 
SURVIVEP ANP ' 
HOW SHE 
CAME TO BE 
THE REPRE¬ 




SENTATIVE OF 




QUESTION 


CHINESE 


HER 


VILLAGE OF 


VAMPIRES IS 


THESE 


UNKNOWN 


FACTS 


PIRECTLY. 


THAT WAS COMMONLY 
BELIEVEP TO BE TRUE, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 

SIX MONTHS PRIOR TO 
SANIN'S RITUAL ORPEAL, 
THE AIRPLANE CARRYING 
THE OIRL ANP HER 
PARENTS CRASHEP. 

NO REMAINS WERE 
FOUNP. IT WAS 
THOUGHT THAT 
ALL ABOARP HAP 
PERISHEP. 


DISCOVER 
THAT THE 
SISTER—LONS 
THOUSHT 
DEAD—IS 
ACTUALLY 
AUVE. 
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WHY 

WILL YOU 
NOT 
SIMPLY 
TELL 
AKIRA? 


TO PROVIDE 
IT WITH THE 
STRENGTH 
TO LIVE ON 
AFTER THE 
PARENT 
HAS DIED. 


TO ENSURE 
THAT THE 
CHILD LEARNS 
THE SKILLS 
NECESSARY TO 
SURVIVE ON 
ITS OWN. 
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YES, 

IT IS 

NATURAL 
FOR A 
PARENT 
TO LOVE 
THEIR 
CHILP. 


WHAT 
MATTERS 
ARE THE 
SKILLS ANP 
STRENGTH, 
NOT THE 
EMOTIONS. 


HOWEVER, 

THE 

REVERSE 
NEEP NOT 
NECES¬ 
SARILY BE 
TRUE. 


IE, PURI NO 
THE PROCESS, 
THE CHILP 
SHOULP COME 
TO HATE 
THE PARENT 
THAT IS NO 
OREAT 
PROBLEM. 


























THERE HAVE 
BEEN TIMES 
WHEN I HAVE 
CURSED MV 
MOTHER FOR 
BEARING ME. 
MANy TIMES. 


BUT I HAVE 
NEVER 
DOUBTED 
EVEN FOR 
A MOMENT 
THAT SHE 
LOVED ME. 


FOR A 
CHIU? TO 
OROW UP 
WITHOUT 
EVER 
KNOWING 
THE LOVE OF 
A PARENT 
16 >4 6AP 
THINO. 


EVEN NOW, IT 16 
BECAU6E OF HER 
UNHE6IWINO, 
UN6T1NTINO LOVE 
THAT X /AM ABLE 
TO BEAR THI6 
LIFE, VAY IN ANP 
PAY OUT. 


PON 


you 


A0REE7 
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MWI 
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THE 

PEFECT10N 
OF THE 
HUMORESQUE 
FAMILY IS 
UNPOUBTEPLY 
A GRAVE 
BETRAYAL 
THEY NEVER 
FORGAVE. 


THE 

HUMOR¬ 

ESQUES 

WERE 

WARRIORS 

WHO 

ORIGINALLY 

PLEPGEP 

THEIR 

ALLEGIANCE 
TO THE 
IVANOVIC 
CLAN. 


BUT PURING 
STALIN'S 
GREAT PURGE 
OF THE 1930S, 
THE SENATE 
CONVINCEP 
THEM TO TURN 
COAT ANP 
SWEAR FEALTY 
TO THE 
TEPES ROYAL 
FAMILY. 
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RETURNING 
TO THE 
TOPIC AT 
HAND, 
HOW DID 
YOU 

ESCAPE? 


THINK OF 


AHEAD 


RUNNING 


UNTIL I 


FOUND 
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Illlll Hiii ii mm 






HE LIKELY 
HOPEP 
HE COULP 
SHARE 
THEM 
WITH YOU. 


HE 

DOESN'T 
HAVE 
TO PO 
WHAT 
X PIP/ 


POESNT 


HAVE TO 


BE WHAT 


X AM. 


HE CAN 


STAY 


SAFE/ 


STAY 


INNOCENT/ 
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IT'S TO 
PROTECT 
AURA... 
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those who live 

IN THIS CITY HAVE 
ACCEPTED YOUR 
MAJESTY'S 
PROTECTION, 
AND HENCE HAVE 
HOMES, FOOD, 
EVERYTHING 
HANDED TO THEM 
FOR PRACTICALLY 
NOTHING. THEY 
DON'T NEED TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
ANYTHING, 
BECAUSE THE 
BUND WILL TAKE 
CARE OF IT 
" ~R THEM. 
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881 :NAMELESSFORTODAY: 200X/03/05(THUR) 03:14:51 

IS IT JUST ME, OR HAS THE AGENCY BEEN SENDING, LIKE, NO MAIL 
LATELY? 

882 :NAMELESS: 200X/03/05(THUR) 19:39:34 

DUDE, IT'S BEEN 3 DAYS AND NADA. WHAT'RE WE SUPPOSED TO DO? 
STARVE? 

883 :NAMELESSFORTODAY: 200X/03/05(THUR) 20:06:17 

IT'S THE ECONOMY, MAN. IT SUCKS. 

884 :NAMELESSFORTODAY: 200X/03/06(FRI) 02:24:09 

I'M IN SERIOUS TROUBLE HERE, GUYS. I'M SO BROKE I CAN BARELY 
PAY FOR THE NET CAFE ANYMORE! 
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BKWJSE '^ HA ° 

S*S™MN BOTHER TO CALL ME AT ALL. 

892 NAMELESSFORTODAY: 200X/03/071SAT) 03:57:23 
AND THERE IT IS. LAID OFF. 

SSKJSS«— 

COMP." 


89 
































•s^ssh^l- i6t35; 

SRSWSSSfKS&S . t> 


i9B D\D THAT COIV't rt ^ w 

INHERE THE hell «Y7(SKD 20-.5 1 

taxes? — " —- 


^60^N^^^ v R ^?ooo. APARTMENTS. 

NOT ON c MTH cklE TOR TREE! 

EVEN HEALTH CAR 


EVEN HEALTH CARE TOR TRtf. 


Seriously?', damn, i wanna be a — 

MODERN WORLD! 















922 :NAMELESSFORTODAY: 20 
HEY, DID YOU GUYS HEAR? 
THEY'RE GOING TO BE 
PUTTING UP SOME VAMPIRES 
OVER HERE ON OUR SIDE. 
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THEY'RE 
TAKINO US TO 
A RESEARCH 
FACILITY SO 
THAT PRINCESS 
MINA CAN HEAL 
WHATEVER 
DISEASE 
IT IS WE'RE 
CARRYING 


I NEVER 
EXPECTED 
WE'D CET 
SHUFFLED 
OFF TO 
SOME 
REFUGEE 
CAMP 
HERE IN 
JAPAN, 
TOO. 


COME ON, 
NOW. WE 
SHOULDN'T 
CET 
UPSET. 
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TATIANNW 


IS POINO 


HER UlTTY 


AS BEST 


SHE CtfN 


RIOHT 


NOW. 


HANG- ON 
JUST A 
LITTLE 
LONGER. 
I'M SURE 
SHE'LL 
COME BACK 
SOON. 
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WHAT 
ARE THE/ 
RUNNING- 
AWAY 
FROM? 


Chapter 47: Gills 






























I'M 

COMINIC- 

IN, 

HIME- 

SAN. 


HM? 
WHAT 15 
WR0N6 
AKIRA? / 
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THAT OIRL IS 
SANIN'S SISTER, 
RIOHT? 
THERE'S NO 
\NAY BEINO 
FORCER TO HANO 
AROUNP HER ALL 
THE TIME COULP 
BE ALL FUN ANP 
PLEASANTRIES 

for you. 
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THAT IS 
TRUE. 

THE OENE 
FOR 
LYCAN- 
THROFY 
15 ONL/ 
ON THE 
y-CHROMO- 
50ME. 


OENETICALLy 

SPEAKINO, 

WEREWOLVES 


SUT 

EVEN WITH 
MALES, 
THERE IS 
ONLy A 
THIRTY 
PERCENT 
CHANCE 
THEY'LL 
INHERIT IT. 
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WHAT IS 
YOUR 

IMPRESSION 

OF 

SEOWULP? 
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ALTHOUGH 
THE MAN AAA/ 
BE A BELOVEP 
HUSBANP, TO 
OIVE ONESELF 
OVER TO HIM 
AS A BEAST IS 
A HORRIBLY 
PRIOHTENINO 
PROSPEOT... i 


JUST 
COPULATE 
WITH 4 
WOMAN 
IN 

WEREWOLF 

FORM. 


BLH-MY 
MOTHER 
FOUNP THE 
BRAVERY 
TO ENPURE 


f SHE WAS 1 
PETERMINEP 
TO BEAR 
MY FATHER 
THE CHILP 
HE WANTEP, 
i YOU SEE. j 
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BUT 
YOU 
AREN'T 
i HAPPY 
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ITS 

MEMBERS 

LIVE 

STRICTLY 

HONORABLE 

ANP 

EMINENTLY 

MASCULINE 

LIVES. 


IT'S BECOME 
A JUOOERNAUT 
OF NARCISSISM 
ANP MACHISMO* 
THAT MERCILESSLY 
CRUSHES 
ITS VICTIMS 
UNPERFOOT AS 
IT MAKES ITS 
INEXORABLE WAY 
FORWARP. 
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you see, 
this is A 
PIACB THAT 

pevours 

TUB WEAK, 
POWN TO 
THE VERY 
MARROW 
OP THEIR 
BONES. 


ANIP 

THERE 

you 

ARE... 


STANPINO 
RIOHT 
IN THE 
MIPPLE 
OF IT. 






















ONII- 

CmAA! 


yuuHi/ 


? yuKi/ 

*rmm! 


WON'T 

OPEN// 































































V 































































































121 

























122 




























































































AS THE 1 
HEMATOMA 
EXPANPS, 

IT 15 PUTTING 
GREATER AW 
GREATER 
PRESSURE ON 
HER BRAIN. 

IT IS BECAUSE OF 
THAT PRESSURE 
THAT SHE IS 
CURRENTLY IN 
A COMA. . 


THE 

LONOER THIS 
CONPITION 
CONTINUES, 
THE MORE 
PAMAOE 
IS PONE. 
WORST CASE 
SCENARIO 


0RAIN 

PSA1H 


ZHOUG H 
WITH 
THE 
THEAT¬ 
RICS/ 


''THE BLUNT- 
' FORCE TRAUMA 
TO THE PTERION 
REOION OF HER 
SKULL WAS 
STRONO ENOUOH 
TO CAUSE AN 
EPIPURAL 
HEMATOMA, 
BLEEPINO 
BETWEEN THE 
SKULL ANP THE 
PROTECTIVE 
k MEMBRANE THAT 
SURROUNPS 
. THE BRAIN. 
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CURRENTLY, I 
HAVE DIRECTED 
BOTH BEOWULF 
AND THE VOS 
TO PUT THEIR 
FULL ATTENTION 
TOWARDS 
LOCATING- AND 
APPREHENDING 
TATIANNA 
HUMORESQUE. 
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I JUST 
COTA 
CALL 

FROM THE 
TOKYO 
PRECINCT. 


THERE WAS 
A WRECK RIOHT 
OUTSIDE OF 
THE JOINT 
DISTRICT. 

A SCOOTER 
WENT UP IN 
FLAMES, 
APPARENTLY. 



THAT'S. 


RYOHEI'S 








































































% 


% 


NO... 

UNG! 





















































































TO SM 
OTHERWISE 
IS TO 
BELITTLE 
THE WILL 
BEHINP HER 
CHOICE/ 


ENTIRELY 
OF HER 
OWN 
VOLITION/ 


THIS 
IS MY 
FAULT. 


m SIN, 
FOR 

WAN'D NO 
TO KEEP 
VUKI By 
My SIPE. 
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SHE... 
SHE 
CAN BE 
SAVEP 


IT IS A 
VIABLE 
CURE, 
IN 

THEORY. 


' AFTER ALL, 
NANOMACHINES 
IN GENERAL 
WERE 

ORIOINALL/ 
CONCEIVE!? WITH 
THIS SORT OF 
USE IN MINI?. 


WHAT 
POSSIBLE 
PAMAOINO 
SIPE 
EFFECTS 
COULP IT 
HAVE? 


NONE. 
THE PIEP 
PIPER 
WAS 

BUILT TO 
PRIVE 
VAMPIRES 
INSANE. 


THOUOH 
IF HER 
MAJESTY 
WERE TO 
WISH TO 
TURN HER 
INTO A 
VAMPIRE 
LATER, THEN 
THINOS MAY 
BECOME... 
PIFFICULT. 


IT CAN 
VO NO 
HARM 
TO A 
NORMAL 
HUMAN 
BEINO. 
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Chapter 49: 

The Dog Named “Traitor” 
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BUT 

YOU 

ARB 

NO 

RABBIT. 


VO YOU 

orieve 

FOR THE 
WOUNDS 
YOU BEAR? 
IT WOULD 
NOT BE 


rum. 


Y OIVEN 
WHAT you 
HAVE 
ENDURED 
NO ONE 
WOULD 
BLAME YOU 
FOR CRyiNO 
youR EyEs 
RED... / 


YOU 
ARB A 
WOLF. 


IF YOU 
WFRF A 
RABBIT. 









































































































































THERE 15 
MOVEMENT 
By THE 
TUNNEL 
OATES, 
YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


IF THEY 
ARE ROINO 
AS YOU 
PRERICTER, 
THEN WE 
KNOW 
WHERE 
THEY ARE 
HEARER 


LET 

THEM 

SWIM. 


you've 

LET THEM 
THROUOH, 
YES? 


RI£HT 

HERE. 


HP: 
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I'VE 
NEVER 
KILLED 
ANYONE 
OUT OF 
HATE 
BEFORE, 
BUT 

THERE'S 
A FIRST 
TIME FOR 
EVER/- 
THINO. 


HOW 

PARS 

you 

vo 

THAT 

TO 

yuKr?/ 


AND 
LOOK, 
HERB 
YOU ARB. 

you just 
PROVED 
you DID 
IT ALL By 








































7 tatianna x 

HUMORESQUE. 

WE 1WE RECEIVER 
INFORMATION 
INRICATINO THAT 
YOU WERE LIKELy 
IN COLLUSION WITH 
EITHER LI OR 
IVANOVIC, 

IF NOT BOTH, 
RURINC yOUR 
"ESCAPE" PROM 
RUSSIA TO A 
^ CHINA. > 


AKIRA, 
PO NOT 
FIRE. 

WE HAVE 
A LOT OF 
QUESTIONS 
WE NEER 
TO ASK 
HER. 


f ACCORRINQLy, \ 
WE MUST 
RE-INVESTIOATE 
yOUR MOTIVES" 
NOT JUST IN 
RECARRS TO THIS 
INCIRENT, BUT TO 
ALL OF yOUR 
ACTIONS THAT LER 
TO yOUR ARRIVAL 
k IN THE SUNR. A 


LET ME 
QUESS. 
ANG/B 
PROVIRER 
you WITH 
THAT 

'INFORMATION. 


HE TRULy IS 
BOUNR ANR 
RETERMINER TO 
SEE ME KILLER, 
ISN'T HE? 
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AKIRA... 
yUKI ANP X 
WERE AT THE 
SAFE HOUSE 
THAT PAY 
BECAUSE 
ASKEP US, NOT 
HER MAJESTY 




TT'S 7?*& 


TRANSMIT- 


BLACK BOX 


TER FOR 


THE MIKES 


I HAP 


ABOVE THE 


MEN'S 


ROOM. 


ANP 


NEVER 


LET THAT 


BAG OUT 


KEEP rr 


AT ALL 
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FINISHED 
AND OUT, 
CALL THE 
NUMBER ON 
THIS CELL 
PHONE. THAT 
WILL BE THE 
SIGNAL FOR 
"MISSION 
COMPLETE." 


THAT'S 


Hey/ 


COME 


BACK 


scam 


HERE// 



























someone 

PIPN'T WANT 
OTHERS TO 
FINP OUT WHAT 
RYOHEI-KUN 
HAP PONE 
AT THAT 
SAFE HOUSE. 
THE/ PIPN'T 
EVEN WANT 
OTHERS TO 
KNOW WHO / 
HAP PUT / 
HIM UP / 
TO IT. / 


AW THEN 
TRICKS 
HIM INTO 
PUSHING 
THE SWITCH 
HIMSELF// 


WAIT 

ON£ 

17AAANJ 

MINUTE 

H£R£// 


































HE SAID 
IT WAS A 
BLACK BOX 

THAT WAS 


ACTUALLY 


IN THE 


THE CONTROL CEILINO... 
BOX FOR 
THE SAFE 
HOUSE'S 
SECURITY 
CAMERAS, 

WAS IT NOT? 

I BET YOU 
IT WAS/ 


M 



IT WAS 
A DEVICE 
DESIGNED 
TO 

OVERRIDE 

THE 

SECURITY 
CAMERAS 
AND FEED 
THEM PRE¬ 
RECORDED 
BLANK 
FOOTAGE. 


SO WHAT 
RYOHEI- 
KUN SET 
UP WAS 
NOT A 
TRANSMIT¬ 
TER. 



THINK 
ABOUT IT/ 
DID THE 
INVESTIGA¬ 
TORS FIND 
THE DEVICE 
RYOHEI-KUN 
SET UP 
WHEN THEY 
SEARCHED 
THE SAFE 
HOUSE 
AFTER THE 
ATTACK? 


I DOUBT 
THEY DID. 
THAT MEANS 
SOMEONE 
REMOVED IT. 

SOMEONE WHO 
COULD ENTER 
AND LEAVE 
THE SCENE 

WITHOUT BEING 
QUESTIONED. 
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WmuWk 

Woflusm 

yjNcemil 

W& 0 /M 

mvrrm 

mWAiM 

Wrg/ctm 


AKIRA 


AN£IE 

15 

QOVfc. 


HIS 

QUARTERS 
HAVE BEEN 
CLEANER OUT 
NO ONE 
NOTICE? 
WHEN OR 
HOW 
HE LEFT 
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tatianna 

MAY BE A 
COMPLETE 
BITCH... 


...I'LL 
JUST 
HAVE 
TO BE 
QUICK. 


3 ur 

5H£ PIP 

ONE 

THINO 

RIOHT. 


SETTING 
FOOT 
INTO THIS 
worlp was 

THE LAST 
MISTAKE YOU 
WILL EVER 
MAKE... 


THIS IS A 
PLACE THAT 
WILL PEVOUR 
THE WEAK, 
POWN TO 
THE VERY 
MARROW 
OF THEIR 
BONES... 










































































































on 

WELL. 


VO YOU 
REMEMBER, 
WHAT I 
SAIP... 


TRAITOR 












i em 
that ip 
X PVPR 
PISCOV- 
PRPP 
WHO 
HURT 
YUKI... 


YOUR 

FORM.., 











































































ARB 

YOU 

OKAY, 

yuuw? 


YOUR 

MAJESTY! 

YOUR 

MAJESTY, 

PLEASE 

RESPOWU 


ARE 

YOU 

UN- 

WARMED 


RAMMIT/ 

WE 

TRICKEP 

US 

AGAIN! i 


RIGWT 

WERE, 

WOLF¬ 

GANG. 












































































































































































































































































NONE OF 
US WILL 
WE'RE ALL EVER BE 
ROOMER TO THE MOST 
FALL BY THE PRECIOUS 
WAYSIRE ANR ' 

FARE AWAY 
UNTIL YOU'VE 
FOROOTTEN 
US ENTIRELY. 




WITH THAT AS 
THE ALTERNATIVE, 
WHY NOT JUST 
BECOME A 
CAPINO WOUNR 
ANR &OU &E 
OURSELVES INTO 
YOUR SOUL FOR 
ETERNITY...? 



THE 

SAME 

60ES 

FOR 

ME. 


X WOULP 
RATHER 
YOU HATE 
ME THAN 
FORGET 
ME. 






















1 

























600VBYZ, 

AKIRA... 












Hi. 



<y ' 






















































































iY YUUHI 
/ BEOAN 
/ SHOWING 
i SIGNS OF 
* LYCAN- 
) THROPY 
ONLY JUST 
l RECENTLY. 


' I STOKE 
r WITH YOUR 
MOTHER, ANP 
WE PECIPEP 
IT WAS BEST 
IF HE WAS 
PLACEP IN MY 
KEEPING 


WANITEP 
ID... TO 
SPARE 
YOU... 


YUUHI. 


1 ONII- 
CHAMA. 


LOTS 

ANP 

LOTS 

ANP 

LOTS/ 
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TAKA5HI KOMATSU 
KENICHI NAKAMONO 
RYUSUKE TAKIGUCHI 


SPECIAL THANKS 

HIROSHI YAGUMO 






























YEAH, THEY'RE HOPELESS... 
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■the pain of unforgettable regrets* 

I THE PEACE OF LONG-FORGOTTEN REST. ■ 
■ WOUNDS THAT WILL NOT HEAL, DESPITE 1 
| THE PASSAGE OF TIME. HAPPINESS TOO 1 
EPHEMERAL TO FORGET, NO MATTER HOW| 
[FLEETING THE MOMENT IN TIME. FATE ONCEj 

Iagain calls to the unforgiven onesJ 


vmm.. 


COMING SOON! 




n-HE SHIP WANDERS THE 
[OCEANS OF the world! 
| HIDING MISERY AND J 
M DISASTER IN THE I 

■depths of its hold^| 

I NOW IT COMES TO THEfl 
IBUND, READY TO drag| 
■ that rosy paradise I 

f ONTO A VOYAGE INTO 1 

Fhell--one that no one] 
[will be able to stom 


IF the 

■ ENEMIES 

■ OF THE J 

I BUND 1 

pFINALLYll 
I UNLEASH I 

m THEIR - 

y HATRED, W 
■STAGING Aj| 

P FULL % 

^ASSAULT AND 
TRIGGERING 
IaLL-OUT WAR 
fc ON THE A 
ip ISLAND! T 

■will the* 

■ bund be 

W ABLE TO p 

■survive#' 


WINTER 
TRACERY 
AKIRA MET 
WITH TWO 


may com 

TO SHOW 
US A 

COMPLETELY 

AFFERENT 

PICTURE. 


KNOW 

YOU 

WILL. 


k Aw i«k 
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Kl©IM®lRDiFD€! 


To ensure that all character relationships appear as they were originally intended, all 
character names have been kept in their original Japanese name order with family 
name first and given name second. For copyright reasons, creator names appear in 
standard English name order. 

In addition to preserving the original Japanese name order, Seven Seas is commit¬ 
ted to ensuring that honorifics—polite speech that indicates a person’s status or 
relationship towards another individual—are retained within this book. Politeness is 
an integral facet of Japanese culture, and we believe that maintaining honorifics in 
our translations helps bring out the same character nuances as seen in the original 
work. 

The following are some of the more common honorifics you may come across 
while reading this and other books: 

-san — The most common of all honorifics, it is an all-purpose suffix that can be 
used in any situation where politeness is expected. Generaljy seen as the equivalent 
to Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., etc. 

-sama - This suffix is one level higher than “-san" and is used to confer great 
respect upon an individual. 

-kun - This suffix is commonly used at the end of boys’ names to express either 
familiarity or endearment. It can also be used when addressing someone younger 
than oneself or of a lower status. 

-chan - Another common honorific. This suffix is mainly used to express endear¬ 
ment towards girls, but can also be used when referring to little boys or even pets. 
Couples are also known to use the term amongst each other to convey a sense of 
cuteness and intimacy. 

Sempai - This title is used towards one’s senior or “superior” in a particular group 
or organization. “Sempai” is most often used in a school setting, where underclass¬ 
men refer to upperclassmen as “sempai,” though it is also commonjy said by 
employees when addressing fellow employees who hold seniority in the workplace. 

Sensei - Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is 
used for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art. 


Oniisan - This title literally means “big brother.” First and foremost, it is used by 
younger siblings towards older male siblings. It can be used by itself or attached to 
a person’s name as a suffix ( niisan ). It is often used by a younger person toward an 
older person unrelated by blood, but as a sign of respect. Other forms include the 
informal “oniichan” and the more respectful “oniisama.” 

Oneesan - This title is the opposite of “oniisan” and means “big sister.” Other 
forms include the informal “oneechan" and the more respectful “oneesama.” 


26.4 

The suffix “-chama” is a combination of “-chan” and 
“-sama.” It indicates closeness while retaining some for¬ 
mality, and is generally used by young children of well- 
to-do fa m i li es to refer to beloved older siblings. 

66.1 

“The Great Purge” (1936-1938) was a series of political 
purges in the USSR, organized by Stalin with the intent 
of cleansing the Communist Party of any dissenters. 
Hundreds of thousands of Communist Party officials. 
Red Army officials, peasants, minorities and members 
of the intelligentsia were convicted of exaggerated or 
entirely faked charges and were either summarily 
executed or shipped off to gulags, prisons in remote 
areas of the USSR. 


87.1 

Manga Kissa are coffee shops that keep small libraries of 
manga for patrons to read. Nowadays, many also offer 
internet access for a fee. 
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This book reads from 
right to left, Japanese 
style. To read from the 
beginning, flip the book 
over to the other side, 
start with the top right 
panel, and take it from 
there. 

If this is your first time 
reading manga, just 
follow the diagram. It 
may seem backwards at 
first, but you'll get used 
to it! Have fun! 























